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PRECEDENCE 
| BETWEEN 


Phyficians and Civilians 
Enquir'd into. 5; 


Have waited hitherto, with no little Im- 
patience, to ſee ſome good Effect of that 
Debate, which I thought was happily ſtarA 
ted at a late Meeting of our Univerſay, | 
upon the Subject of Precedence, between Pro- : 
feſſors of Law and Phyfick. And, tho' Ican't | 
oin in Opinion with the worthy Gentlemen = 
who frſ# mov'd in it, I muſt needs ſay 13 4 6 

O- 5 


1 (6) 
1 Motion was ſea ſonable, and well became him: 
in For, beſides that he intended an Honour to a! 

| Faculty he was promoted above, and was ſo! 
| ſelf denying as to wave all Debates of that Na- 
ture as long as he was a Party concern'd in 
K+ the Motion, he did what in him lay, to put 
an End, by Authority, to a Point in Controver- 


WL ſy, which had long divided the Gentlemen 
Et | of thoſe two Faculties; and I am very much 
| | | miſtaken if the ſame Perſon does not bereaf-! 


1 - ter prove as much a” Friend to Piety and 

1 Learning in his other Deſigns, as he has been 

= already in this, to the Peace and Agreement 

| of learned Men. 

"WM; But, tomy great Diſappointment, little more 

| has been faid upon the Subjed, ſince ther firſt 

| Debate, than what has been argu'd in priuate, 

| more for the Entertainment of ſingle Gentle- 

3 men, than the Uſe and Information of Man- 

5 kind. ] have heard that the Matter is brought 

to 2 Compromiſe, and Profeſſors. in both Facul - 

ties have agreed to yield Precedence to one 

another, according to their Standing, and the 
Date of their Commencement. 

But this to me appears no ſatisfaFory Way 

of deciding a Point of ſuch Importance. Andl 

to ſpeak freely, it is but drawing a Skin over 

A. a Wound, and giving it a Face of Soundneſs, 

| when there lies Filth and Purulence: within, 

which will another Time break out with 

more Pain and greater Danger. x 
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<7) 
The Time is approaching, when it will be 


proper once more to bring thir Af air upon the 


n: Carpet; and I am humbly of Opinion, that the 
5a Point is of ſuch Conſequence, that it ought not 


ſo to ſubſide, as it has done of late; it ſhould 


Ja- neither reſt upon that flight Baffle it receiv'd 
-inJat its firſt Appearance in Publick, nor be 
buſs'd up in Silence, under the Pretence of any 
er- private Accommodation, which the Parties 
len concern d have ſince come to, for the ſake of 
\ ch Civiliey and good Manners in Company. 

I am one of thoſe who love Peace u pon a 


ut | 


af! 


ind good Foundation, and do, for that Reaſon, no 


© [leſs admire Truth, upon which alone a laſting 
ent Peace can be founded. And as I am qualify'd 
to introduce this Matter at the next Meeting 


OTC 


ſo, I thought it reaſonable to give this friendly 
Notice to all Parties, that they ſtudy the Point, 


. . 


ate; 
tle-1* 
lan- 
ight 
cul- 

one 
| the 


they think fit, as to leave no room for Excep- 
to be ſolemnly debated in that Aſſembly. 


auſe it ſelf, you muſt give me Leave to make 
W.,yÞne Obſervation in the Way, concerning the 
And iinportance of Precedence in general, which 
overhay prove of ſingular Uſe to Mankind, who 
© c. are for the moſt part unappris' d of it. | 

As I remember, there fell a very raſh Ex- 
preſſion from a certain Gentleman (with 
"Whom it is not uſual tobe ſo wnguarded) who 


of our Univerſity, and fully determin d to do 


and make themſelves Maſters of it, and give 
t ſo thorough a Canvaſſing in what manner 
tion and Wrangling when the Queſtion comes 


But, before I come to the Merits of the 


ap- 
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appear'd an Advocate for Phyſicians, when the 
Motion was firſt made to thruſt them from 
their Place. He was pleaſed to call it a Wo- 
maniſh Debate, if I took him right; but, as 
much a Friend as Iam to his Perſon and Cauſe, | 
1 will not follow him in that Opinion, and | 
will farther ſay, the Expreſſion was mean, 
and beneath the Dignity of his Character. 
There is an unłind Reflection couch'd in it up- 
on a Sex, by which much of the Decencier of 
Life and little Morals are ſupported :' And it 
does not agree with that Taſte of Gallantry 
which he is thought to have, and is very con- 
ſiſtent with his Profeſſion; and is even ungrate- 
ful in a Man of that Faculty, which is 'more 

in Favour with the Ladies, than any other, | 
except Diviniry. UL GHEND 280-160 | 


* 


- 
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But not to inf upon this, I can't think, as 


that Expreſſion inpliet, that the Matter is at 


all beneath the Conſideration of the grenteſt and 
moſt learned of Men: On the contrary, I think 
the Queſtion was well mov'd; and fince it has 
been mov'd, every one ſhould endeavour to 
find on which Side of the Argument the Ad- 
vantage lies; and I wonder that in this Inter- 

val of Parliament and Buſmeſs(the uſual Vaca- 
tion of this Kingdom) ſomething has not been 
offer'd before this Time for the quieting Mens 

Minds. Ir is a Difference amongſt his Ma je- 


ſty's Subjects, which it becomes every healing 


Spirit to compoſe, and is a Duty both of Religi 
on and Leyali Fe 49.0 ; gt 
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' would aſk, Is Precedence, or Diſtinction o 
Place, of no Moment amongſt Men? Are Po- 
men only concern'd in it? Does Society owe no- 
thing of Conveniency to it? Is it indifferent, whe- 
ther 2 Man fits at a Lady's Elbow or her pert 
Chaplain's 2 near a Soop at the Head of the Ta- 
ble, or Beef at the Bottom? Is there no Advan— 
tage in the-fr/? Plate, or the earlieſt Compli- 
ment of the Glaſs, or the Reſpect of Waiters, or 
in ruling the Books at a Quarter-Seſſions, and 


being honour'd with the Cuſbion in the Face of 


one's Country ? Is it of no Conſequence to be 
in the Eye of the Government, and does nor 
Precedence contribute to that at a Tholſel En- 
tertainment £ What are Academical Degrees ſo 
dearly purchas'd for, but PLACE; and can a 
Biege anſwer it to his Truſt or Intereſt to 
diſparage Precedence? For what other Reaſon 
in Nature, but Precedence, did 2 great Man of 
my Acquaintance, lately become a double Grand- 
Compounder for his Degree, and another unde- 
ceive Mankind, or rather deceive Women, and 
ſuffer himſelf to be pronounc'd a venerable 
Man in ſpite of his youthful Looks 2 Shall not 
the ſolemn Doctor —— in his Chariot take 
Place of plain Mr. —— in his, and have the 
Heels of him in Preferment, according to the 
Start he has in Precedence, | 

_ Give me Leave to ſay, that the Notion of the 
Inſignificancy of Place has been of infinite Pre- 
judice to many worthy Men, and of as great Ad- 
vantage to others, who have juſter Thoughts of 
it, While Dignity ſinks with its own * 
8 B the 
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the Scum of Mankind will naturally rift a- | 


above it. 
have a piors Concern upon me for all the 
important Miſtakes of Mankind, and this a- 
mong the reſt; as to which, I have obſerv'd 
a ſtrong Prejudice runs counter to the Nature 
of Things and the Principles of Truth and Rea- 
ſon. Sure I am, Nature direQs every Perſon 
and Thing to maintain its Situation, or rather 
not ſo much to keep its own Place, as-to aſpire 
and diſplace others. And the Reaſon is plain, 
becauſe that is a Tendency to the uppermoſt 
Point, and an Approach to Perfection; and 
therefore, contrary to common Opinions, I 
have ever thought there is Piety in Pride and 
Ambition, and that it is a Virtue to be æmu- 


lous and aſpiring. And when I hear, as in 


my Time J have many, conceited Declamations 
againſt Pride, I ſuſpe@ it is with the Deſign of 
a Monopoly, and to 2 it; as I have known 
an ingenious, School-boy ſpit in his Meſs of 
Porridge, not to abuſe the good Creature, but 
to ſecure it all to himfelf. What is that Do- 
minion ſo early given to Ma nkind, but Superi- 
ority of Power and Place, and then to act up to 
it, is not Vomaniſb, bur Manly. And if that 
was à Precept, I will take upon me to ſay, 
there is not one Point of Duty ſo univerſally 
and exactly obſer vd. 
And Society has ſo great Conſideration of 
Place, that we fond wile Proviſiens made for 


the repulating of it, and for {e Kin : the due he” | 
en, and an Office 
of 


eminence of all Dogan of 
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(11) 
of Heraldry for that Purpoſe, which may b 
found in almoſt every Heuſe of Quality. I could 
go farther than this, but for this Reaſon, that 
it is cut of my Way, and none of my Buſineſs, to 


de termine the Force of great Examples, and make 


Concluſions upon Scripture; and perhaps my 
Friends beft Apology is, that the Bible is out of 


the Road of his Profeſſion and Study; but I 


will ſay thus much, that as I have obſerv'd 
Divines to be ſo far ſcriptural in their Carriage, 
as to take the right Hand of Fellowſhip on all Oc- 


caſions, and carry their Diſputes about Place 


#s higbas any other ſort of Men, ſo their Prac- 
tice (ſuch is my Deference) is to me the beſt 
Gloſs upon Duty, and my Convidion, and ſhould 
be hig. And this plainly determines the Point 
againſt him, and ſhews the Importance of Pre- 
cedence; and then it will follow in Logick, that 
if taking Place be matter of Moment, to diſpute 
about Place is not Womaniſh or trivial. 
And this allow'd, lam inclin'd to believe, 


that upon this religious Principle all our late 


Promotions of Nobility have proceeded, and 
that ſo many Gentlemen have procur'd them- 


ſelves Titles, not as {ome have injuriouſſy thought, 


that they might take Place of their Berters, 
but out of a Senſe of Duty; and while ſome 
(alasltoo many)ignorantly deſpiſe them for their 

worthleſs Ambition, I regard them with ano- 


ther Eye, and honour them for their Piet, and 
Courage, and Conſcience, and even Condeſcention 
in being made Great; and do from my Heart 
pity ſuch as cannot be greater, without being 


B 2 leſs. 
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2 42 
Teſs. Indeed the Roll of our Nobility is at 
preſent very voluminous, but no matter for that. 
If there were more of them, ſuch is the Duc- 
tility of my Reſpects, I could, with a ſmaller 
quantity of Eſteem, do Honour to them all. 
1 make the ſame Account of Nobility of all 
Dates, as I do of Books: I value the Old as 
uſually more eg, and geniine, and 1bſcful, tho 
commonly unletter d, and often looſe in the Bind- 
ing; and l value the New becauſe — 
but the Notion is obvious, and Leave my Rea- 
der to purſue it. I was led into this Compari- 
ſon from the Curioſa Felicitas of thoſe, whoſe 
Way it is to paſte their Arms and Titles of Ho- 
nour on the Reverſe of Title Pages, which ſhews 
the Affinity of the two. My Love to the No- 
hility has made me ſometimes ſeriouſly lament 
the great Damp muſt have fallen on Honour 
and laudable Ambition, had the Peerage Bill 
ſucceeded in England ; but I had this Confo- 
lation, that had the Slice been ſhut there, the 
Flood of Honour had riſen the higher here, and 
overfiow'd this my native Kingdom. 
could here, according to Cuſtom, produce, 
in favour of this uncommon Poſition, many 
bright Authorities, and have now before me 
above a ſcore of Quotations, gather'd with in- 
finite Labour from St. Chryſoftom, by his Index; 
but, to the Diſcouragement of my Learning, the 
Greek Types are not ready, and will not be ſet 
till the Twentieth of next Month, when the 
following Editions of this Work ſhall be en- 
rich'd with learned Languages, in great Va- 
1 7101s 


(13) 


riety. The Author of a late State- Sermon ſhould 
have waited, as I do, rather than ſuffer his 
Learning to look a ſquint as it does, and make 
ſo frightful a Figure from the Preſs. Iam Maſter 
of the Stochaſtick Art, and by Virtue of that ! 
divine, that thoſe Greek Words in that Diſ- 
courſe have crept from the Margin into the 
Text, otherwiſe than the Author intended ; 
and indeed ſome of thoſe Greek Magpots are ſo 
uneaſy in and aſham'd of their Place, that they 
ſeem to be upon the Cratel backwards. 

I hope what has been offer'd will clear this 
Caſe of Conſcience, and 1s ſufficient to ſhew an 
Man of Candor, and who loves and ſearches af- 
ter Truth as I do, the Importance of Place and 


; Precedency amongſt Men, that the Peace, and 


Order, and Honour of Society is owing to it; 
and as Women have been remarkably ſtrenuous 
in aſſerting theſe Rights, I do hereby take 


upon me to return them the Thanks of Man- 
Find, (aſking Pardon for the Profeſſor's Miſbe- 
' haviour) and do wiſh them Perſeverance and 
* Succeſs in all their laudable Attempts of that 
Nature. Let them enjoy the Wall and the 
right Hand of us from this Day forward, not 
in Conſideration of their Weakneſs, or out of 
our Cowrteſy, but in their own Right, as Patri- 
ots, and ſtout Defenders of the Privileges of 


their own and our Sex. 


But to proceed. It were perhaps a proper 


Method in this, as in other Debates concerning 
1 Precedency, to appeal to the Herald's Office, 
and be determin'd by uſual and ſtated Rules 


there, 


— 


La * 


(14) | 
there, how Place in this Caſe is to be given of 
talen; but a certain Lord has aſſur'd me upon 
His Honour, that nothing concerning the pre- 
ſent Queſtion is there taken Notice of; and 
whatever Orders may be deliver'd in Heral- 
dry about perſonal Precedence, there is nothing 
laid as to Faculties, except only this, that Doc- 
tors in Divinity, and thoſe not Specialiſia, as 
we uſe to call them, i. e. ſuch as have receiv'd 
that Degree by the ſpecial Indulgence and 


unde ſeru d Favour and Grace of the Univerſity, | 
ſhall have a Place immediately above Eſquires 


that are not of Noble Families. 


Upon which Obſervation, if it be true, as | 
fear it is, I have Reaſon to apprehend ſome | 
Diſturbance in the Country amongſt. the La- 
dies there; therefore I do preſent my moſt | 
humble Service to Madam —— Wife to a very | 
Reverend Divine, D. D. Speciali Gratid, who | 
has of many Years paſt, to my Knowledge, in 
Miſtake of her Huſband's Right, taken Place | 
at Table of a certain Juſtice v'th' Peace's Lady; 


and do adviſe her, that in order to maintain her 


Precedency, ſhe wou'd once more fend her | 


Spouſe up to a Commencement, and. engage 
mim to perform his Acts, and be re-admitted, 
and take up his large Cautionary Bonds, for 
| ther own and her Childrens Advantage. 


And I wou'd farther obſerve, for the Uſe of | 
Men who love Place without a Title to it, ei- 
ther by Law or Heraldry, as ſome have af 


Atrange Oilineſs of Spirit which carries them 
upwards, and mounts them to the Top. of all 
Nan! | | Com- 


* 
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Company, (Company being often like bottle 
Eiquors, where the hight and windy Parts hur- 
ry to the Head, and fix in Froth.) I wou'd ob- 
ſerve, I ſay, that there is a fecret Way of taking 


Place without ſenſible Precedence, and conſe- 
quently without Ofence. This is a uſeful Se- 
cret, and I will publiſh it here from my own 
Practice, for the Benefit of my Countrymen, 
and the univerſal Improvement of Mankind. 


It is this. I generally fix a fort of firſt Me- 


ridian in my Thoughts before I fit down, and 
inſtead of obſerving privately, as the Way is, 
| whom in Company I may fit above in point of 
Birth, Age, Fortune, or Station, I conſider only 
the Situation of the Table by the Points in 

the Compaſs, and the nearer I can get to the 
Eaſt (which is a Point of Honour for many 
' Reaſons; for Porredta Majeſtas ad ortum ſolis) 
I am ſo much the higher; and my good For- 
tune is to fit ſometimes, or for the moſt part, 
due Faſt, ſometimes N. b. E. ſeldom with 
greater Variation; and then Ido my ſelf Ho- 


nour, and am bleſs'd with inviſible Precedence, 


_ myſtical to others; and the Joak is, that by this 


means I take Place (for Place is but Fancy) 
of many that fit above me; and while moſt 
People in Company look upon me as a modeſt 
Min, I know my ſelf to be a very aſſuming 


Fellow, and do often look down with Contempt 
on ſome at the wpper End of the Table. By this 
Craft I at once gratify my Humour, (which is 
Pride) and preſerve my Chara@&er ; and this 1 


take to be the Art of Life. And ſticking to 
this 


ow Fi 


7 
this Rule, I generally poſſeſs a middle Place 
in Company, even in the vulgar Account, and 


am at Meat as wiſe Men would be in the 
World, h . 


Erxtremi Primorum, Extremis uſque Priores, 


And to this Purpoſe, my Way is to carry a 
littlePocket-Compaſs in my leftFobb,and from 
that I take my Meaſures imperceptibly, as 
from a Watch, in the uſual Way of comparing 
Time before Dinner ; or if I chance to forget 
that, I confider . the Situation of the Pariſh- 
Church, and this is my never failing Regula- 
tore | 
I know ſome People take another Way for 
this, and place themſelves neareſt the Diſh 
they like beſt ; and their Ambition is gratify'd 


where their Appetite is ſo. Eating well is 


commonly, and with Juſtice, .call'd Good Li- 
ing, and their Rule is that of Horace ; 


Ut quocunque loco fueris vixiſſe libenter 


ot Te dicas * 


And it muſt be allow'd as a Standard, their 
Honour lies in theirStomach ; as indeed I have 
always thought that, contrary to vulgar No- 
tions, the Seat not of Honour only, but of moſt 

reat Qualities of the Mind, as well as of the 
x Diſorders of the Body. 
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© Give me Leave to explain my ſelf. Tthink 


4 


rinciple all the Pro- 
perties of the Mind; and, by the Way, as I take 


our 411 Devourer of Fire to have the beſt Sto- 


mach of ay Man living, I conclude him 
the greateſt Perſon our Age or any othet has 
produc'd, not excepting Cato's Daughter; nor 
ſhall Time, altho' dax rerum, ever digeſt the 
Memory ' of one who has a better Appetite 
than even Time it ſelf. But to go on, Does not 
the Stomach make Men Ambitions, Covetous, 
Amorous, Obſequious, and Time-ſerving 2 What 
made a certain Judge keep his Place on the 
Bench when his Brethren left it, but his Senſe 
of Honour, i. e. his keen Appetite? Does not the 
Stomach alone carry all Debates in both 
Houſes, and ſupport Parties, and make Court- 
Paraſites loſe their Dinners ſometimes,that they 
and theirs may dine the better all their Lives 


after? Don't we uſe to ſay a Man of Honour 


Stomachs an Indignity ? Is not Engliſh Feeding 
the Foundation of Engliſh Bravery, and good 
Claret, of fierté and French Sprightlineſs, 

In ſhort, Courage, Honour Mit, and Senſe, and 
all Arts andSciences, take their Riſe here; and 
this an Antient has obſerv'd, Magiſter artis in- 
geniique largitor Venter: Which if it be true, I 
will take upon me to declare our vulgar Saying, 
that Men have Guts intheir Brains, is a vulgar Er- 


rar, and ſhould be reQify'd, and that rather theit 


Brains are in their Guts; and when we ſee 
ſome Men leſs Couragious, Witty, or Learn'd, 
than others, we ſhou'd pity their bad Stomachs: 


or 


C ( 18 ) | 
or Indigeſtion, rather than their Incapacity, or 
Indiſpoſition of Brain: I am ſo ſenſible of this, 


that, have of many Years diſus'd, as an Ab- 
ſurdity, that Saying to a ſimple Fellow — 
God help your Head, but Iwiſh him, with more 
Propriety, a good Stomach, orca better Din- 
Her. ; RT, CCC LEN 
I écou'd here Chimico- Mechanically reſolve 
Mens, Parts into their Feeding, and fhew 
what ſort of Humours and Genius muſt ne- 
ceſlarily proceed from particular ſorts of Meats, 
and explain a great deal of the Heathen My- 
thology by it; but this I reſerve for a Treatiſe 
by it ſelf. Yet this I will fay, that a Writer's 
Stomach, Appetite, and Victuals, may be 


judg'd from his Method, Stile, and Subject, 


as certainly as if you were his Meſs-fellow, 
and ſat at Table with him. Hence we call a 
Subject diy, a Writer inſpid, Notions crude 
and indigeſted, a Pamphlet empty or hungry, 
a Stile jejune, and many ſuch like Expreſſions, 
plainly alluding to the Diet of an Author; 
and I make no manner of Doubt but Tully 
grounded that Saying of Helluo Librorum upon 
the ſame Obſervation. _ „ 

Now, I ſay, it is evident, if this be true, 


that every Man at Meat is moſt Honour d when 
he is moſt humour d, or when he fits neareſt 


to that which pleaſes his Palate beſt; and con- 


ſequently that is the firſt Place to him upon 


that Principle, and ſuch Men muſt be allow'd 
to have the trueſt Taſte, of Honour of all others. 


LY F, 
* * 


Lhave obſerv'd theſe ſort of People have gene- 
EO COHORT YT. _—_ 


2 | 4 + £m ( 19.5 PO I 
rally a great Propenſity to Roaſt Beef; 
will be granted, that to fit even at the Foot 
of the Table next a Sir-Loin, which is a Diſh 
of Dignity, and of old hereditary Knight⸗ 
hood, is, in Strictneſs of Heraldry, more ho- 
hourable than a Place next the biggeſt Plain 
Country Squire at the upper End, and I have 
Fee 7 = TROUT 770) ee 
But to return from thi 


miſtake, or forget, or recede from. that Place 


of Diſtinction which is due to him. He con'd, 
ſettle the Forms of a Royal Enterrment, and 

adjuft the Ceremonies of à Coronation, if Oc-, 
cafton were; and I muſt add, but that he 
has more Honour than to be officions, he could 
haye determin'd that late controverted Point 
of an Engliſh Biſhop's Place amongſt ours, and, 


2 


had ſav'd the Houſe, had he been call'd up- 
on, the Trouble and Delays of refering to 


. 


1 Precedents. 


chi ſes, 


f; and it 


Dre 8 OY 
is uſeful Digreſſion': 
The noble Perfonage afore-mention'd, who. 
W #86704 2. #2 i KOEN imer OH er 
honour'd me with his Sentiments upon this 
#bſtruſe Point, muſt be allow'd to have ,as 
KLE i Wei IL 12 1301 33 ff 
good a local Memory as any Lord in the King- 
dom, and has never been known once to 


4 


ay, his Lordſhip (who is expert in He- 
raldry, and as communicative of that uſeful 
Knowledge as becomes noble Spirits) has af- 
ſur'd me, there is no Notice taken in, that 
Nun "I „ 72. — 4 9 | I . # 11 444 
_— of any Diſtinctioſi of daes for lèarn- 
enn a bn nt 
ed Faculties, and for mechanical ones, ſuch; 
ON MILO eee aD Hi SEATTEEYL 
as appear on Collar-Days, or riding the Fan- 
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cbiſes'; they are below the Thoughts. of a 
Man of U He pretends not to know 


what By-Laws, or private Compacts of Pre- 
cedency, there may be between Goldſmiths 
and Grocers, Vintners and Shoemakers. 3 
I have now before me a Table of Prece- 
dence, given, me by the ſame noble Hand 
reaching down from a Prince , of the Blood 
to a. Country Squire, and regarding every 
Branch of their Families in the minuteft Man- 
ner; which [I reſerve, for my own Uſe, and 
am envious enough to deny, it to the World, 
and the rather, that it is to be found in Mac- 
enzy and Grwillim, and may be had for half a 
Crown in the Office. . 

The Caſe being ſo, there can be no other 
Way, as I canceive, of deciding a Queſtion. 
of Precedency between the two Faculties of 
Law and Phyfick, but by enquiring into their 
Anfiquity and Dignity ; and which ſoever of 
them ſhall appear to be moſt ancient and 
moſt uſeful to the World, I preſume, , the 
World will, in Juſtice, think fit to have the 


greater Honour for, and-give the Precedence 
WO | K 


I take it for granted, that Priority of Time, 
cæteris paribus, gives a Preference of Place, 
and this naturally, or by common Conſent; 
for that I take to be the Meaning of Nature 
in moſt Caſes, viz. what is found reaſonable 
in. itſelf, and has been always agreed to by 


e ee R un- 
555 3 3 NWS | 


%F 6 5 ns * a. > + —S wg ww” FWD 4 * 


1 


reren 


6 


(21) 3 

uninterrupted Practice; and this J defire 
ſome young Preachers to take good Notice of, 
and get by rote. I likewiſe, dy the Way, 
take upon me, now I think of it, to adviſe a 
certain Deacon of my Acquaintance, to read 
Doctor Cumberland all through, and twice, be- 


fore he preſumes to plead the Law of Nature 


in the Pulpit; to learn Mathematicks, before 
he pretends. to demonſirate there; to 2 
Ariſtotle. Tacitus, and the State-Tracts, be fore 
he meddles with Politicks; and be able to 


act Eteocles, before he attempts Greek Quota- 


tions in his Sermons. What if Jacaſta or An- 
tigone ſhou'd hear a Mifpronunication from 
the Pulpit, or any other of thoſe young Greeks 
who ſo lately did an Honour to Euripides, 
tranfported their Audience into Thebes, and 
inſpir'd the old Batchelors on the foremoſt 
Bench, with that eile sli, which they 
ſo handſomly repreſented. SEU, BST 

I fay, Time gives a natural Right of Prece- 
dence. by common Conſent, and hence Age 
1s honour'd above Youth, and by it. The 
very Heathens thought it Indecency, and a 


Treſpaſs in point of Manners, ſi juvenis ſeni 


non aſſurrexerit, if a young Man did not riſe up 


and give way to an older; and the Canoniſts 1 


hope will be ingenuous enough to own, tho' in 


this Argument againſt their Brethren the Ci- 

vilians, that it was a Rule of the Primitive 

Church, that a Deacon ſhould not fit in the 

Preſence of a Presbyter: In a Word, Wiſdom 
dos of 


and 
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arid, Experience, which are divine Qualities, | 
are the Properties of Age, and make it ho- 
nourable, and Youth: in the want of them 
eomtemp tile. doit! h M 

But T don't ac mortify or difooga 
rage young Men. I wou'd not by any means 
have them deſpiſe themſelves, for that is the 
ready Way to be deſpis'd by others, and the 
Conſequences of Contempt are fatal. For in 
part, I take. Self-conceit and Oplodativenck 
to be of all others the moſt uſeful and profi- 
table Quality of the Mind. It has, to my 
Knowledge, made Bithops, and Judges, and 
ſmart Writers, and pretty Fellows, and plea- 
ſant Companions, and good Preachers. It is 
a, ſure Way of being agreeable to the La- 
dies, who ever judge of Men as they obſerve 
Men doof themfelves. If all Mem were to 
have tlie ſame Opinion of themſelves that o- 
thers have of them, there wou'd not be, out 

of meer Shame, above two Sermons next 
Sunday in this large City, nor five Lawyers 
to go 4 with the Buſineſs of next Term. 
Teichen ſupports the Dignity of Church 
\ State, and I pronounce him an Bent 

e Publick whd is ſo to that. 

Much leſs do Lintend any Trouble to o young 
Clergymen of the Court or City by the 
foregoing Remark, as if becauſe Deacons of 
old . ſtand, before Pre ſbyters, that now” 
it were fit to riſe when they come in, or give 
the clit of the Hat or Wall to any ruſty* 


Rum 


„„ ee „„ gononnl wala, 
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Rum in the Street; I know. the Inconvenience 


of that miſtaken Piece of old Breeding to 


both Parties, and think. it prudently laid ande. 
It 1s Reſpect to an old Parſon, not -to: oblige 


him to: Uncover: in the Cold, and unſocket his 


Head with both Hands, and ſo daggle his 
Gown out of Ceremony; it is the ſame Re- 


ſpect to a ſpruce Bob, to let it lie quiet and 
undiſturb'd4in its Hat-caſe. I know no Rea- 


ſon. why Powder and Oil, ſhould. ſubmit. to 


Greaſe and Greyneſs, that a white Wig ſhou'd 
lower to hoary Hair, or a brulhe Bever 


ſtrike to a Carolina Hat with Stays. 


cannot forbear here to applaud the pre- 
ſent Refinement of Eccleſiaſticks in their' Ha- 


bits, and ſay they are more primitive and 


regular in their Dreſs than thoſe of any Age 
before them. A Clergyman ought to be 


viele, i. e. not as we read of good Behaviour, 


but well dreſs'd, as indeed nothing contributes 8 


more to polite Behaviour than good Cloaths. 
This is a various Reading. And here I ob- 


ſerve, for the Uſe of young Stagers in Divini- 
ty, that nothing will bring them into greater 


Repute for deep Learning, than to enterprize 


in Criticiſm, and adventure betimes to change 
the common Reading of any Text in the Bible. 
This ſingle Word is, in my Opinion, enough 
to 1 their Silks and Velvets againſt all 
the Fanaticks in Chriſtendom, and our own 
Canons to back them. 


— 
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or a modeft Fringe. 
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lt is an oſd Obſervation, that Piety is moſt- 


ly ſupported by the Female Sex; fo that 


whatever is agreeable to them, is for the Ad- 
vantage of Religion; and conſequently the 
Clergy ſhou'd dreſs in Reſpect to the Ladies, 
(i. e.) for the Good of the Church: And in- 
deed I have known ſame of the younger Sort, 
that could not preach with a ruffled Band, or 
a Wig out of Curl; and a certain Lady of my 
Acquaintance, very religious, and who had 


a good Taſte of Men, always made a Judg- 
ment from the Air and Dreſs of the Preacher, 


and never reliſh'd any Doctrine that came 
not recommended with a Scarf and a Dia- 
mond Ring. I am not one that — Ambitio- 


fa recidit ornaments, wou'd ſtrip the young 
Clergy, and retrench their Decencies of Dreſs 2 
So far from it, that I with them with all m 

Heart greater Elegance, and finer Apparel. 


Well fare the Heart of that ſprightly Youth, 
a Deacon of this Church, who I foreſee ſhall 
firſt adventure to hoop his canonical Coat, and 
border his Band or Shirt with Mechlin-Lace, 


But to return from this Incident to my Sub- 


ject again, (from which a vaſt impetuous 


orce of Wit and Learning, and Love of my 
Country, have led me l the niceſt 
Logicians will allow it a fair Way of argu- 
ing in all Caſes, to refer to Things what is 
true as to Perſons; and therefore I conclude, 
if Phyſick be a Faculty more ancient than 
21 that 
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of Precedency; and it is enough here but 


* 3 

that of Civil Law, then it literally goes be- 
fore it, (i. e.) takes Place of it; and J hope 
it will not be denied, that Phyſick is as old 
as the Occaſion of it; as old, indeed, within 
a few Days as Mankind, which can by no 
means be ſaid of the other, (in Compariſon) 
Upſtart Profeſſion, unleſs any one will be fo 
hardy to affirm, there was a Do@or's-Com- 
mons or Biſhop's Court in Paradiſe. And 
if any Man ſhould inſiſt to know the Year 
and Day of the Riſe of Phyſick, I take him to 
be ignorant of Religion and Hiſtory, and will 
diſdain an Anſwer ; tho* I could tell him not 
only what the firſt Diſtemper was, and that 
Epidemical, viz. 2 Falling Sickneſs, but al- 
ſo who it was that cur'd it; but I don't 
think fit to gratify Dullneſs and Ignorance 
ſo far. | 

I have ever blam'd St. Ferom in my Heart 
for Indiſcretion, that when ſome pragmati- 
cal Deacons ſet up for Equality with Preſby- 
ters, he, to humble them, made Preſbyters 
equal in Effect to Biſhops ; and I could do 
ſomething of the ſame Kind in the preſent 
Diſpute, and ſhew thoſe aſſuming Civilians, 
that they can with ſo little Reaſon arrogate a 
Place above Phyſicians, or an Equality with 
them, that, in my humble Opinion, ſome 
Faculties which they have in Contempt, are 
ſuperior to them in point of Time, which 1 
have already prov'd to be the natural Ground 
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to name the excellent Faculties of Muſick and 
Poetry, whole Antiquity, I think, no Man of 
Senſe or Modeſty will call in Queſtion. 
But: having mention'd Poetry, I muſt go a- 
ide a little, to {ſalute my worthy Friend the 
Profeſſor of, (or to ſpeak more properly) the 
Reader in, that Faculty in Oxford, who has 
befriended the World ſo much by his incom- 
parable Performances of that kind, eſpeci- 
ally his lateſt: I will own. he has taught me, 
and I believe ſome other Gentlemen who had 
loſt their Latin, the true Grammatical Con- 
ſtruction of Virgil; and deſerves not our Ac- 
knowledgments only, but thoſe of Eaton and 
Weſtminſter. I am ſenſible, Conſtruction is 
as neceſſary to the Reliſh and Uſe of an Au- 
thor, as Chewing is to Taſte and Digeſtion. 
However, I muſt take upon me to admoniſh 
him of one great Miſtake; and I know that 


the Modeſty of the Man, and the good Na- 


ture familiar to him, and which ſhines as 
much in his Converſation, as Wit and true 
Poetry does in his Works, will bear it from 
a Friend: He has more than once, as I re- 
member, put Feſſamine for Sweetmarjoram, 
the true Verſion; but as this, and a few 
more, are his only Variations from the Let- 
ter of the Original, it may well be excus'd; 
my Fear is, that School-boys may come to 
ſuffer by his Miſtake, 1 dare venture to af- 


firm, in Favour of that good Pot-herd, that 
Sweetmarjoram is not improper either in 
| Broth or Heroics. Tho' 


» TEES. 7 

* Tho? I think what has been urg'd is fuf- 
ficient to weigh in Favour of the Faculty I 
have here eſpous'd ; yet, upon Occaſion, I 
could allow all this to go for nothing, and 
place the Controverſy upon another Footing- 
and argue from the natural Dignity of Me- 
dicine it ſelf, and the univerſal Uſe and Be- 
nefit of it to Mankind: For it is well known, 
that Phyſick has been always neceſſary to 
the World, and what Mankind cannot be 
without. It has been requiſite in all Ages 
and Places, which is more than can be aſ- 
ierted in behalf of Law, either Civil or Ca- 
non, I don't believe they know any Thing 
of theſe in China or the Magul's Country, but 
we know they do of Phyſick, which prevails 
in the Eaſt, which ſupplies us with great 
part of our Materia Medica, and no Engliſh 
Man ought in Gratitude to forget, that the 
great Genius and Honour of England was 
cur'd of 2 Fit of the Gout by a ſalutary Moſs 
from the Eaſt, . 2 
But that is not all: The Force of Phyſick 
goes farther than the Body, and is of Uſe in 
relieving the Mind under moſt of its Diſor- 
ders: And this I dare venture to affirm, 
having frequently made the Exveriment, up- 
on my own Perſon with never-f1iling Succeſs; 
nd. this 1 did by the Direction of my wor- 
t * Pariſh-Mini er, Who is indeed an excel- 
ent Divine, and withal an able Phyſician, 
and à good Phylician only, to be the better 
e 1 Divine, 
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Divine. That good Man has often quieted 
n with an Emetick, has diſſi pa- 
ted troubleſome Thoughts with a Cordial or exhi- 
lerating Drops, has cur'd me of a Love Fit by 
breathing a Vein, and remov'd Anger and Re- 
venge by the Preſcription of a Draught, thence 


call'd Bitter; and in theſe and other Inſtan- 


ces has convinc'd me, that Phyſick is of Uſe 
to the very Soul, as far as that depends on 
the Craſis of the Body,  _ | 


—Aſentem ſanari corpus ut egrum, 
Cernimus et fle&i Medicind poſſe videmus. 
12 TOY Lucret. 


And I am ſo fully perſwaded of this, that J 
never lee a Wretch go te Execution, but 1 
lament that he had not been in the Hands of 
a good Phyſician, who wou'd have corrected 


thoſe peccant Himours of his Body which 


brought him to that untimely Death. 

Now can any Thing like this be pleaded in 
Behalf of one or other of the two Laws we 
are dealing with, or of hoth together? By 
the Way, 1 muſt obſerve here, that theſe two 
Laws, Civil and Canon, are put in Couples 
for their Unluckineſs, and, I think, they 
ought to be muzzled too. And here lies the 
Diſadvantage of the preſent Diſpute; Phyfick 
we know is a plain fimple Thing; now that 
this ſingle Faculty, without one Friend on 
Earth to take its Part, and be a Second, 
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ſhould diſpute. with a Pair at once, is as if 
one pour Blood-Hound ſhould engage with a 
Couple of Maiſtiffs ; or that a Man ſhould 
foht a Gentleman and his Lackey, or with 
a lingle Rapier againſt Sword and Piſtol : 
'Tis very foul Play, and Standers-by ſhould 
interpoſe: So hard are the Terms of this 
Debate; but there is no Help for it: Theſe 
two faſt Friends can ſcarce be parted, and 
are ſeldom found aſunder, they mult riſe 
and fall together. My Lord Bacon uſed to 
ſay, very familiarly ben I riſe, my A 
riſes with me. I alk Pardon for the Rudeneſs 

the Alluſion ; but it is certain that the 
Canon Law is but the Tail, the Fag-end, Or 
Footman of the Civil, and like Vere in 
rotten Wood, roſe in the Church in the Age 
of its Corruption, and when it wanted Phy 211 2 
to purge it. 

But | am weary of proving fo plain a Point. 
To me it is clear beyond Contradiction, that 
the Antiquity and Dignity. of Phy ſick do give 
it the Precedence of Civil Law and its Friend. 
[ could here very eaſily ſtop the Mouths of 
Eccleſiaſtical Civilians, by an Example or 
two of great Authority : „ but I hope they 
will take the Hint, and ſave me the Trou- 
ble: And for Lay-Profeſſors, I will only 
ſay, he that is not convinc'd, has little Senſe, 
not only of Religion (perhaps that is their 
leaſt Conſideration) but of good Manners, and 
Loyal, and good Fellowſbip. The Blood 5 
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the de Medicis flows in the beſt Veins in Europe, 
and I know not how far any Slight offer'd to 
the Faculty may exaſperate the preſent King 
of France, or the Grand Duke, to a Reſent- 
ment prejudicial to our Wines and the publick 
Peace, and the preſent Poſture of Affairs, All 
that love their 6 7648 and right good Florence, 
will perceive by this on which Side of the 
Argument they ought to appear. 

And now for the univerſal Peace of Man- 
kind, I make the following Rule, to be ob- 
ſerv'd by all Profeſſors in each F aculty, and 
their Underſtrappers : I decree, that a Doctor 
of Phyſick ſhall take Place of a Doctor of 
Laws; a Surgeon of an Advocate, an Apo: 


thecary of a Proctor of Office, and a Tooth- 


Drawer of a Regiſter in the Court. I intend- 
ed this for a Parallel ; but here 1t fails me, 
and the Lines meet. 

I ſhall now only obſerve farther, that as 


the Caſe ſeems deſperate on the Side of Ci- 


vilians in Point of Reaſon, ſo I hear they have 
another Game to play, and are for appealing 
to Authority, as I have known a School-Boy, 
115 rly beaten at Cuffs, run with a bloody, 
ole to complain to his Maſter. I am credi- 
/ inform'd, there is a Deſign on Foot to 
55 ng in Heads of a Bill in Favour of Civili- 
ans next Seſhon of Parliament; but how ge- 
nerous that Sort of Proceeding i is, I leave the 
World to judge. I am but one, and will 


Ji 


certainly oppoſe any ſuch Motion in my 


Place, 


ſtian in her Favours of that Kind; for ſbe 


(31) 
Place, tho' from the Number of Civilians in 
the Houſe, T have Reaſon to apprehend it 
will be to little Purpoſe. The, College, a 
true Alma Mater, has dubb'd moſt of us 
Doctors, and has been more wiſe than .chri- 
has not given hoping for nothing again. 
But herel 9 755 N TD all De- 
ſigns, that may any Way prejudice ſo great 
and illuſtrious a Body of Men, as our College 
of Phyſicians are; and I ſhall take Care to 
draw out the Subſtance of this Argument, 
and preſent it, in ſhort Heads, to each Mem- 
ber at a proper Time; and am not without 
ſome Hopes, that Reaſon may weigh with 
them. 

In the mean Time, I hope a worthy Gen- 
tleman, a Member of our Houſe, will ſtand 
up on that Occaſion, and aſſert the Rights of 
a Faculty, which he has enter'd into, and 
does an Hs to: It muſt be remember'd 
to his Credit, that being equally ſkill'd in 
Phyſick and Civil Law, and, perhaps, in Di- 
vinity as well as either, he choſe to com- 
mence in Medicine, having chiefly qualify'd 
himſelf for that noble Faculty by repeated 
Travels, and enrich'd his Mind with many 
curious Obſervations, Which the World may, 
in Time, expect ineredible Benefit from. 

If any Man thinks fit to reply to this Ar- 
gument, and rectify any Miſtakes in it, J de- 


ſire him to preſerve his Temper, and debate 


the Matter with the ſame Coolneſs that 1 
have 
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Have done, that no Blood may be drawn in 
the Controverly, nor any Reaſon given me 
to complain of Civilis vulnera dextre. As Con- 
Victioh chiefly engag'd me on the Side of Phy- 

cans, ſo, in ſome Meaſure, a Senſe of Grati- 
tude for à Faculty, to which I, owe the Com- 
forts, of Life, and, perhaps, Life itſelf, ha- 
ving receiv'd from it unſpeakable Eaſe in 
the two inveterate Diſtempers of the Spleen 
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and the Genre 
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